THE ANTARCTIC THEATY

" The Governments of Argentina, Australla, Belgium, Chile, the
¥French Republic, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, the Unlon of South
Afrieca, the Unicon of Soviet Soclalist Republlics, the Unilted Kingdom

of Great Brltain and Nerthern Ireland, and the United States of

Amerieca,
Recognlzlng that 1t 1s in the interest of all mankind that

Antarctlica shall continue forever to be used £xclusively for peace-
ful purposes and shall not become the scene or object of inter-
national discord;

Acknowledglng the substantial contributions to sclentifie

knowledge resulting from international cooperation In sclentific

Investigation in Antarctica;
Convinced that the establishment of a flrm foundaticn for the

continuetion and development of such cooperation on the basis dF
freedom of scientific investigation in Antarctica as applied during
the International Geophysical Year accords with the 1nteresfs-of

science and the progress of all mankind;
Canvinced also that a treaty ensuring the use of Antarctica for

peacelful purposes only and the continuance of international harmony
in Antarctica will further the purposes and principles embodied in
the Charter of the United Nations;

Have agreed as follows:



ARTICLE I
L, Antarctica shall be used for peaceful purposes only.
There shall be prchibited, inter alla, any measures of a military
nature, such as the establishment of military bases and fortifica-

tions, the earrying out of military maneuvers, as well as the test-

ing of any type ol weapons,

2. The present Treaty shall net prevent the use of military

personnel or equlpment for sclentific research or for any other

peaceful purpose.

ARTICLE II
Freedom of sclentifie investigation 1in Antarctica and coopera-
t1ion toward that end, as applied during the Internmatilonal Geophysl-

cal Year, shall continue, subjegct to the provlsions of the present

Treaty.

ARTICLE III
1, In order to promote international cocperation in sclentif-
ic investigation in Antarctica, as provlided for in Article II of the
present Treaty, the Contracting Partles agree that, to the greatest

extent feasible and practicable:
(2) information regarding plans for sclentifilc programs

in Antarctica shall be exchanged to permit maximum economy and

efficlency of operatlons;
(h] seientiflic personnel shall be exchanged in Antarctica

petween expeditions and statlons;

{e) sclentific observations and results from Antarctica

shall be exchanged and made freely avallable.



2.

In implementing this Article, every encouragement shall be

glven to the establishment of cooperative workirig relations with

those Speclalized Agencles of the United Nations and other inter-

natlonal organizations having a2 sclentific or technical interest in

Antarctica.

1
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ARTICLE IV

Nothing contained in the present Treaty shall be inter-

(a) a renunciation by any Contracting Party of previously

asserted rights of or claims to territorial soverelgnty in

Antarctica;

(b) a renunciation or diminutlon by any Contracting

Party of any basls of claim to territorlal soverelgnty in

Antarctica which 1t may have whetﬁar a8 & result of its

activities or those of 1ts natlionals in Antarctica, or

otherwlsae;

as re
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Treaty is

(¢) prejudicing the posltlon of any Contracting Party
gards 1ts recognition or non-recognition of any other
's right of or claim or béﬁiﬂ of claim to territorial
elgnty Iln Antarctiea.

No acts or activities taking place wrlle the present

in force shall constitute a basis for asserting, support-

ing or denying a clalm to territorial sovereignty 1n Anterctica or

create any
enlargemen

Antaretlca

rights ol sovereignty in Antarctlea. No new elaim, or
t of an exlsting e¢lalm, to territorial soversignty in

shall be asserted whlle the present Treaty 1s in force.



ARTICLE V
1. Any nuclear explosiens in Antarctica and the dlsposal
there of radioactive waste material shall be prohlbited,

2. Irn the event of the concluslon of internaticnal agree-
menta concerning the use of nuclear energy, including nuclear
explosiens and the disposal of radlcactlve waste materlal, to
which all of the Contracting Parties whose representatives are
entitled to partieclpate in the meetlings provided for under

Article IX are parties, thHe rules established under such agreements

shall apply in Antarctica.

ARTICLE VI
The provizsions of the present Treaty shall apply to the area
south of 60° South Latitude, ineluding all fce shelves, but nothing
in the present Treaty shall prejudlce or in any way affect the
rights, or the exerglse of the righés, of any State under inter-

national law with regard to the high seas within that area.



ARTICLE VII

1. In order to promote the objectives and ensure the observ-
ance of the provisions of the present Treaty, each Contracting Party
whose representatives are entitled to particlpate in the meetings
veferred to in Article IX of the Trealy shall have the right to
designate observers Lo carry out any inspection provided for by the
present Artlcle. Observers shall be nationals of the Contracting
Parties which deslgnate them. The names of observers shall be
communlicated to every other Contracting Party having the right to
designate observers, and llke notice shall be glven of the termina-
tion of thelr appointment,

2, Each observer designated in accordance with the provisions
of paragraph 1 of this Article shall have complete freedom ol access
at any time to any or all areas ol Antarctica.

3. All areas of Antarctica, including all statlons, installa-
tions and equipment within these areas, and all ships and ‘aircraft
at points of discharging or embarking cargoes or personnel in
Antarctica, shall be open at all times to inspectlon by any cbservers
designated in accordance with paragraph 1 of this Article.

4, Aerizal observation may be carried cut at any time over any
or all areas of Antarctica by any of the Contractlng Parties having
the rlght to designate observers.

5. Each Contracting Party shall, at the time when the present
Treaty enters into force for it, inform the other Contracting
Parties, and thereafter shall glve them notlce Iin advance, of

(a) &1l expeditions to and withln Antarctica, on the
part of 1ts ships or nationals, and all expsditions to

Antarctica organlzed in or proceeding from ita territory;



(6) all stations in Antarctica occupled by itm
natienals: and

(¢) any military personnel or equipment intended to be
introdiced by 1t into Antarctica subject to the conditlions

prescribed in paragraph 2 of Artlcle I of the present Treaty.

ARTICLE VILII
1. In order to facllitate the exerciss of their functions
under the present Treaty, and without prejudlice to the respective
positions of the Contracting Fartles relating vo Jurlsdictlon over
all other persons in Antarctica, observers deslignated under para-
graph 1 of Article VII and sclentiflc personnel exchanged under
subparagraph l(h] of Artiecle III of the Treaty, and members of the
stalffs accompanylng any such persons, shall be subfect only to the
jurisdiction of the Contracting Party of which they are nationals
in respect of all acts or omisslons occurring while they are In
Rntérctlea for the purpose of exsrclsing thelr functions.

2. Without prejudice to the provislons of paragraph 1 of thisg
Article, and pending the adoption of measures in purauance of sub-
paragraph 1(e) of Article IX, the Contracting Partles concerned in
any case of dispute wlth regard to the exercia? of Jurisdiction in

Antarctica shall immediately consult together wlth a view to reach-

ing a mutually acceptable solution.

ARTICLE IX
1. Representatives of the Contracting Parties named in the
preamble to the present Treaty shall meet at the Clty of Canberra
within two months after the date of entry into force of the Treaty,

and thereafter at sultable intervals and places, for the purpose



of exchanglng information, consulting together on matters of common

interest pertaining to Antarctica, and formulating and considering,
and recommending to their Governments, measures in furtherarce of
the principles and objectives of the Treaty, ilncluding measures
regarding:
(a) wuse of Antarctica for peaceful purposes only;
(b) faeilitation of sclentiflec research in Antarctica;
(¢) feeilitation of international seclentifie
coopergtion in Antarctica;
(d) facilitatfion of the exercise of the rights of
inspection provided for in Artiele VII of the Treaty;
(e) questions relating to the exerclse of jurisdietion

1n Antareticd;
(f) preservation and conservation of living resources

in Antarctica.

2. Each Contracting Party which has become a party to the
present Treaty by accesslion under Artiele XITI shall be entitled to
appbint representatives to participate in the m&etiﬁgs referred to
in paragraph 1 of the present Article, during such time as that
Contracting Party demonstrates 1ts interest in Antarectica by con-
ducting substantlal selentifle research aqtivlty‘there, such as the
establishment of ? selentific station or the despatch of a selentif-
i¢ expedition.

3. Reports from the observers referred to in Article VIT of
the present Treaty shall be transmlitted to the representatives of

the Contractlng Fartles particlpating in the meetings referred to

in paragraph 1 of the present Articie.



i, The measures referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article
shall become effective when approved by all the Contracting Parties
whose representatives were entitled to pertlclpate 1n the meetings

held to conglider those measures,

5. Any or all of the rights established in the present Treaty
may be exercised as from the date of entry into force of the Treaty
whether or not any measures faclilitating the exerclse of such rights

have been propesed, consldered or approved as provided in this

trticle,

ARTICLE X
Each of the Contracting Parties undertakes fo exert appropriate
ef forts, consistent with the Charter of the United Natlons, to the

‘and that no one engages 1in any activity 1n Antarctlica contrary to

the principles or purposes of the present Treaty.

ARTICLE XI

1, If any dispute arlses between two or more of the Contract-
ing Parties concerning the interpretation or application ﬁf the
present Treaty, those Contracting Partles shall consult among them-
selves with a view to having the dispute resolved by negotiation,
inquiry, mediation, conciliation, arbitration, Judicial settlement
or other peaceful means of thelr own cholce,

2. Any dispute of this character not so resolved shall, with
the consent, in each case, of all parties to the dispute, be
referred to the International Court of Justice for settlement; but
failure to reach agreement on reference to the International Court
shall not absolve parties to the dispute from the responsibility
of continuing to seek to resolve 1t by any of the various peaceful

means referred to in paragraph 1 of this Artlele,



ARTICLE XII
1. (a) The present Treaty may be modified or amended at any
time by unanimous agreement of the ﬁmntracting Parties whose repre-
sentatlves agre entlitlied to particlpate 1n the meetings provided for
under Article IX, Any such modification or zmendment shall enter
into force when the depositary Covernment has received notlce from
all such Contracting Partles that they have ratifled 1t.
(b) Such modification or amendment shall thereafter enter
Inte force as toc any other Contracting Party when neotice of ratifica-
tion by 1t has beeh received by the depositary Government. Any such

Contracting Party from which no notice of ratification is recelved

within a perlod of two years from the date of entry into force of

the modiflecation or amendment 1ln accordance wlth the provisions of
subparagraph 1(a) of this Article shail be deem=d to have withdrawn
from the present Treaty on the date of the explration of such period.
2. (a) If after the explratlon of thirty years from the date
of entry into force of fthe present Treaty, any of the Contracting :
Parties whese representatives are entitled to participate in the
meetings provided for under Article TX so reguests by a communication
addressed to the deposltary Government, a Uunferepee of all the

Contracting Parties shall be held as soon as practlicable to review

the operation of the Treaty.
() Any modification or amendment to the present Treaty

wnich is approved at such & CUonference by = majorlty of the Contract-
ing Partles there represented, including a majority of those whose
representatives are entltled to particilpate in the meetings provided
for under Article IX, shall be communicated by the depositary Govern-
ment to all the Contracting Parties immedlately after the termination



of the Conference and shall enter into ferce in accordance with the
provisions of paragraph 1 of the present Article.

{e¢) If any such modificatlon or amendment has not entered
into force in accordance with the provisions of subparagraeph 1(a) of
this Article within a periled of two years after the date nf its
communlication to 21l the Contracting Partlea, any Contracting Party
may at any time after the expiratlon of that perlod give notice %o
the depn&iﬁary Goverrment of 1ts withdrawal from the present Treaty;

and such withdrawal shall take effect two years after the recelpt of

the notlce by the depositary Government,

ARTICLE XTII
1. The present Treaty shall be subject to ratification by the

signatory States. It shall be open for acceselon by any State which
18 a Member of the United Natidns, or by any other State which may
be invited to accede to the Treaty with the consent of all the
Contracting Partlies whose representatives are entitled to partici-
pate in the meetings provided for under Article IX of the Treaty.

2, HRatification of or accesslon to the present Treaty shall

be effected by gach State 1n accordance with 1ts constitutional

processes.
3. Instruments of ratification and lnstruments of accession

shall be deposited with the Govermment of the Unlted States of
America, hereby designated as the depositary Government.

4, The depositary Government shall inform all signétnry and
accedling States of the date of each depcsit of an instrument of
ratification or acecession, and the date of entry into force of the

Treaty and of any modification or amendment thereto.



5. Upon the deposit of instruments of ratification by all the
signatory States, the present Treaty shall enter 1nto forece for
those States and for States which have deposlted instruments of

accession. Thereafter the Treaty shall enter into force for any

acceding State upon the deposit of 1ts instrument of accesslon,

6., ~The preséent Treaty shall be registered by the depositary

Government pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the Unlted
Nations.

: ARTICLE XIV

The present Treaty, done in the Engllsh, French, Russlan and
Spanlsh languages, each verslon belng equally authentle, shall be
deposited in the archives of the Government of the United States of

America, which shall transmlt duly certiflied coples thereof to the

Governments of the signatory and acceding States.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, the undersigned Plenipotentisries, duly

authorized, have signed the present Treaty.
DONE at Washington this first day of December, one thousand

nine hundred and fifty-nine.



